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Why	write	a	data	management	plan?
•Required	by	funding	agencies

Department	of	Defense
Department	of	Energy
Department	of	Education,	Department	of	Education,	Health	and	
Human	Services	(HHS)
NASA
NOAA
NSF
Smithsonian
United	States	Department	of	Agriculture	(USDA),	
USGS
Veterans	Affairs



Why	write	a	data	management	plan?

•Valuable	for	outlining	steps	in	the	data	life	
cycle



What	goes	into	a	DMP?

NSF	and	USDA-NIFA:	Two	pages	max	
(do	not	count	against	proposal	page	#s)

Have	to	report	past	DMPs	in	new	proposals



Pictures	from	camera	traps,	counts	of	
fish	in	restored	streams	recorded	to	
species,	surveys	from	classrooms

Physical	specimens	are	data!	Insect	
specimens,	seeds,	plant	vouchers,	etc.

Expected	data	type



CSV	files,	Excel,	MySQL,	image	files,	
microfilm,	XML

Physical	specimens	are	data!	
Eg.	Voucher	plants	pressed	on	herbarium	
paper

Describe	metadata	format	and	where	it	will	
be	stored

Data	format	and	metadata



Data	storage	and	preservation

Interim	storage	(while	data	is	being	
collected)	and	post	publication

Physical	specimens	are	data!	
Voucher	plants	will	be	deposited	in	the	
University	of	Minnesota	Herbarium



Data	sharing,	protection,	and	public	access

What	data	will	be	available	to	the	public?

If	so…when?

How	will	these	data	be	made	available?
- Dryad,	DataOne,	FigShare,	DRUM

Are	there	restrictions	and	do	the	data	need	
to	be	protected?



Roles	and	responsibilities

Who	should	be	contacted	for	questions	about	
the	data?

Responsible	parties	may	differ	among	data	
sets.

Who	will	be	responsible	if	the	original	party	is	
not	able	to	be	responsible?



Budget
Can	factor	in	costs	of	data	management	plans	
into	budget.

- Dryad	and	other	services	cost	money

- Purchase	space	for	accessioning	insect	
specimens	



lib.umn.edu/datamanagement/DMP



Write	a	Data	Management	Plan	for	your	data.	
- 1	page	plan	in	an	outline	format.
- Two	pages	is	the	max.
- Include	information	on	the	following:

•Expected	data	types

•Data	formats

•Data	storage	and	preservation

•Data	sharing,	protection,	and	public	access

•Roles	and	responsibilities

Assignment


